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below the 25th percentlle for the population as a whole; on the mathematics
test, at least 27 to 39 percent scored below the 25th percentlle. The
degree of this disadvantage overshadows all other education-related factors
for these children.

With regard to mobility, none of the Information readily accessible to the
national study revealed as great a degree of movement for the migrant popu-
lation as was generally expected. Migrant educators note, however, that
the greater difficulty experienced in keeping track of the more mobile
members of the population (who are often unidentified, unserved, and out
of school) distorts the inferences made about the mobility of migrant
children from accessible records (from the study's survey or from the
MSRTS). Study data do, hoover, permit valid inferences about the mobility
of the population served; 24 percent of the estimated population of
372,000 children served by the Migrant Education Program were enrolled 1n
more than one school district 1n 1977; 30 percent were enrolled 1n only
one district, but for less than the full school year; and the remaining 46
percent (or nearly half) were enrolled in one district for the full school
year. (However, approximately half the children enrolled 1n one district
for the entire year ware classified as active migrants.

Two recent studies conducted by the U.S> Department of Education (E. 1)
and the U.S. General Accounting Office (E. 2} suggest that migrant education
programs in several States are not actively serving the most mobile students.
It must be noted, however, that each of these two studies had judgmental
site selection coupled with a restricted range of sites. At the same time,
the two studies do indicate that certain local migrant education programs
are serving substantial percentages of students who are either not mobile
or have not experienced educational disruption, due to migration.

D.   Plans for Program Improvement and Recommendations for Legislation

During Fiscal Year 1983, four separate actions, were proposed to alter the
scope and effect of the Migrant Education Program:

Proposed Changes in Program Regulations. On December 3, 1982, the Depart-
ment of Education published a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) for the
Migrant Education Program. It contained two major changes: the proposed
new definition of "currently migratory child," adding the requirement that
the child's education must have been Interrupted as a result of a move within
the past 12 months, and the proposed new definitions of "migratory agricul-
tural worker" and "migratory fisherman" which require that the seasonal
agricultural or fishing work of the child's parent or guardian be his
"primary occupation."discrepancy
